Smooth muscle tissues are more complicated than just contractile cells coordinated by autonomic and enteric neurons. For some time now, data have been accumulating suggesting that additional cell types, known to morphologists generally as 'interstitial cells', may have important physiological and pathophysiological functions in smooth muscle organs. The most extensively studied interstitial cells are the cells known widely as interstitial cells of Cajal (ICC) in the gastrointestinal (GI) tract. There are other types of interstitial cells, however, that include, at a minimum, resident immune cells, enteric glial cells and cells referred to as 'fibroblastlike cells' (FLC

